ODSA Branch Charter 
[bookmark: branch-name-and-region]1. Branch Name and Region
Branch Name: ____________________________
Geographic Area Covered: ____________________________________
(e.g., WMUs , , ___)
[bookmark: purpose]2. Purpose
The purpose of this Branch is to represent local members of the Ontario Deer Stewardship Association (ODSA), identify regional priorities related to deer stewardship and management, and communicate those priorities to the provincial ODSA for coordination, support, and action.
[bookmark: membership]3. Membership
· A Branch must consist of a minimum of fifteen (15) ODSA members residing within the defined region.
· Membership in the Branch is open to all ODSA members residing or actively working within the Branch area.
[bookmark: founding-and-recognition]4. Founding and Recognition
· This Branch was founded on: ____________________________ (date)
· The Branch was recognized by the ODSA on: ____________________________ (date)
[bookmark: governance]5. Governance
· Founding Branch members shall be admitted by registration and signature per Section 9 – Founding Members.
· Founding Branch members shall have full voting rights immediately following acceptance of the Branch by the ODSA Executive.
· All subsequent Branch members shall be admitted by majority vote of existing voting Branch members.
· New Branch members shall serve a probationary period of six (6) months, during which they may participate in discussions but may not vote.
· Voting rights shall activate automatically at the end of the probationary period unless concerns are formally raised.
[bookmark: governance-1]6. Governance
· The Branch shall select one (1) Branch Representative and one (1) Alternate Representative by majority vote of Branch members.
· [bookmark: meetings]The Representative serves as the official voting delegate to the ODSA provincial body.
· Branch Representatives and Alternate Representatives shall be elected annually by majority vote of the voting Branch members.
· At first Founding of a Branch, the Branch Representative and Alternative Representative shall be elected by the Founding members.
6. Meetings
· The Branch shall meet at least once per year, with additional meetings at the discretion of members.
· Meetings may be held in person or virtually.
[bookmark: branch-responsibilities]7. Branch Responsibilities
The Branch shall: - Identify and discuss regional deer stewardship priorities - Propose initiatives or requests for support to ODSA - Communicate ODSA initiatives and information to local members
8. Relationship to ODSA
· The Branch operates as a semi-autonomous unit of ODSA.
· The Branch shall act in alignment with ODSA’s mission, constitution, and bylaws.
· The Branch may not enter into contracts or represent ODSA publicly without authorization.
Signed (Branch Representative): ____________________________
Date: ____________________________














9. Founding Members
	Name
	Address
	Signature
	Contact Information

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



10. Resolution Appointing Branch Representative and Alternate Representative
[Please create a resolution appointing the Branch Representative and the Alternate Representative and provide documentation of the vote here]



